Cousinia gatchsaranica from the southwestern Zagros Mts is described as a new species and illustrated. It can be assigned to the hitherto dispecific C. sect. Haussknechtianae and shows closer affinities to C. raphiocephala. The taxonomic position of C. raphiocephala is confirmed on the basis of fruiting material, the description of C. sect. Haussknechtianae is emended and a key to the species of the section provided.
Cousinia hergtiana Bornm. is another species compared with C. raphiocephala and C. haussknechtii by Rechinger (1972: 320) , but finally left unassigned (Rechinger 1979: 111) . This species habitually resembles C. raphiocephala, but differs clearly from all members of C. sect. Haussknechtianae, our new species included, by the very limited number of capitules and the high number of flowers per capitule (c. 50). We were not able to find fruiting material of this species and therefore leave it unassigned too.
An emended description of C. sect. Haussknechtianae is provided. Perennis, pluricaulis, collo residuis petiolorum comoso. Caulis erectus, 90-130 cm altus, pallidus, leviter striato-sulcatus, glandulosus. Folia basalia petiolo usque ad 5 cm longo suffulta, 30-42 × 5.5-6 cm, ambitu lineari-lanceolata, basin versus attenuata, profunde irregulariter sinuato-lobata, lobis ± rectangulariter patentibus, nervis pallidis utrinque prominentibus, in spinas validas vulnerantes excurrentibus, spinis brevioribus et longioribus alternantis, consistentia rigide coriacea, concoloria, pallide viridia, glaberrima, imprimis inferne secus nervos glanduloso-pubescentia. Folia caulina decurrentia, inferiora basalibus omnino conformia sed non petiolata; mediocria usque ad 20 × 5-6 cm, ad 1-2 cm decurrentia, superne versus valde reducta. Synflorescentia inferne simplex, superne stricte ramosa. Capitula omnino sessilia, spinis inclusis 2-3 cm diametro, 15-25-flora; involucrum absque spinis 1.5-2 × 9-1 cm, oblongum vel longe ovatum. Phylla involucri 90-110, extima et media e basi leviter dilatata tenuiter subulata, arcuato-recurvata vel patentia, rigida, pungentia, virido-straminea, glandulis sessilibus flavis obsita et inferne leviter araneoso-floccosa; intima mollia, sub apice lanceolato-dilatata, margine appresse spinuloso-serrulata. Setae receptaculi laeves. Corolla in vivo purpurea, in sicco valde expallens, 13-15 mm longa, lobis linearibus obtusiusculis 3-4 mm longis; tubus limbo brevior, 5.5-7 mm longus; limbus 7-9 mm longus. Tubus antherarum purpureus, nitidus, glaber. Achaenia ± 7 mm longa, 2.5-3 mm lata, compressa, griseo-brunnea, basi attenuata, apice truncata vel ± rotundata, maculis nonnulis parvis atrioribus subimpressis irregulariter dispositis obsita et obsoletissime longitudinaliter striata. Diagnostic characters. -The new species is clearly distinguishable from both other species of the section as shown in the key to the species and in Table 1 .
Distribution and habitat. -Similar to many species of Cousinia and also the other members of C. sect. Haussknechtianae our new species is a narrow endemic, restricted to the southwestern Zagros Mts in SW Iran (Fig. 2) , where it grows on rocky slopes or in rocky clefts at altitudes between 1000 and 3200 m. The three species of C. sect. Haussknechtianae clearly differ chorologically from each other (Fig. 2) .
